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Purpose: The purpose of incorporating an understanding of the
significance of religion in the lives of others in the national curriculum
is to cultivate cultural empathy, awareness, and an appreciation for
the diverse ways individuals express their beliefs and values. The
curriculum seeks to provide students with a comprehensive view of
the role that religion plays in shaping personal identities,
communities, and global perspectives. This approach aims to foster a
sense of respect for the cultural and spiritual dimensions of people's
lives, encouraging students to recognize the importance of religious
beliefs in influencing individuals' behaviours, worldviews, and societal
structures. By exploring the significance of religion, the national
curriculum contributes to the development of individuals capable of
navigating a complex, world with sensitivity and understanding.

Assessment:

Key Stage 1: At the foundational level, assessments could involve
simple storytelling sessions or creative activities where students
express their understanding of the role of religion in people’s lives.
Observations of their reactions, questions, and engagement during
these activities can provide insights into their emerging awareness of
the significance of religion.

Key Stage 2: In later primary years, assessments might include
projects where students explore the significance of religious practices
within their own community or globally. This could involve
presentations, posters, or short reports. Assessors can look for an
understanding of how religious beliefs shape individuals' lives, values,
and cultural practices.

Key Stage 3: Middle school assessments could involve more
sophisticated tasks, such as written reflections or class discussions on
the significance of religion in historical and contemporary contexts.
Students might analyse how religious beliefs influence societal norms,
events, or ethical principles. Assessors can evaluate critical thinking
skills and the ability to articulate well-informed perspectives on the
impact of religion on individuals and societies.

Key Stage 4: In the later stages of secondary education, assessments
could include extended essays or research projects that delve into the
complex interplay between religion and various aspects of life,
including politics, art, and ethics. Students might be asked to explore
how different belief systems shape societal structures and global
interactions. Assessors can evaluate the depth of understanding,
analytical skills, and the ability to synthesize information, preparing
students for nuanced perspectives on the significance of religion in
diverse contexts.

Cross curriculum:

English: Read literature from various cultures and time periods that explores the role of religion in characters' lives. Analyse how religious beliefs shape characters'
actions, motivations, and conflicts.

Mathematics: Explore mathematical concepts related to religious practices, such as geometry in architectural designs of religious buildings or statistics on religious
demographics. Discuss how math can be used to understand and analyse religious data.

Science: Discuss the historical contributions of scientists from different religious backgrounds. Explore the intersection of science and religion, addressing topics like the
Big Bang theory and evolution in the context of different belief systems.

History: Study historical events through the lens of religious influence. Explore the impact of religious movements on politics, social structures, and conflicts. Analyse
how different religious traditions have shaped civilizations.

Geography: Examine the geographic spread of major world religions. Explore the significance of religious sites and landmarks. Discuss how religious beliefs influence
the use and perception of geographical spaces.

Art and Design: Explore religious art and architecture. Discuss the symbolism and meaning behind religious artistic expressions. Encourage students to create art
inspired by religious themes, fostering an understanding of cultural and spiritual significance.

Physical Education: Explore the role of religion in promoting physical well-being and health practices. Discuss how certain sports and physical activities are associated
with religious traditions.

Design and Technology: Investigate how technology is used in religious practices and rituals. Explore the design of religious artefacts and structures. Discuss ethical
considerations related to the use of technology in the context of religious beliefs.

Modern Foreign Languages: Study religious texts in their original languages. Explore religious vocabulary and expressions. Discuss the cultural nuances in language
related to religious beliefs.

PSHE: Incorporate discussions on religious tolerance, respect, and understanding in citizenship education. Explore how religious beliefs intersect with issues such as
human rights, equality, and social justice.

Music: Study music from different religious traditions. Explore the role of music in religious ceremonies and rituals. Discuss how music can convey spiritual and cultural
messages.

Drama: Create and perform plays that explore religious themes and narratives. Use drama to engage students in discussions about the significance of religion in shaping
individual and collective identities.

Key Stage or stage breakdown:

Key Stage 1: In KS1, the emphasis is on introducing the concept of religion and its significance in a simple and relatable manner. Students might engage in
activities that highlight basic aspects of religious practices, customs, and festivals. Assessments could involve observations of students expressing
understanding of the importance of religion in people's lives through storytelling or creative play.

Key Stage 2: In KS2, students delve into specific religions, exploring their significance in the lives of individuals and communities. The focus is on understanding
how religious beliefs shape values and cultural practices. Students may create presentations or reports highlighting the significance of religious practices within
their own community or globally. Assessments aim to evaluate the clarity of their presentations and the depth of their understanding.

Key Stage 3: In KS3 involves a more nuanced exploration of the impact of religion on individuals and societies. Students may engage in projects or discussions
analysing the influence of religious perspectives on historical events, ethics, and societal norms. Assessments can evaluate critical thinking skills, depth of
understanding, and the ability to articulate well-informed perspectives on the significance of religion in diverse contexts.

Key Stage 4: In the later stages of secondary education, the focus is on a comprehensive study of the significance of religion, delving into complex issues such
as the interplay between religion and global affairs. Students might explore how different belief systems shape cultural identities and influence ethical decision-
making. Assessments could include more comprehensive examinations, essays, or research projects, evaluating their ability to synthesize information, analyse
complex issues, and present well-reasoned arguments. This prepares students for a nuanced understanding of the multifaceted role of religion in individuals'
lives and in shaping societies.




