
• God (punishment for 
sins)

• Miasma (bad air)
• Astrology
• Four Humours

• Rubbing onions on the buboes
• Praying to God
• Drinking vinegar
• Eating crushed emeralds
• Balancing the Four Humours by bleeding or 

purging (being sick)

• Filling the house with strong 
smelling herbs to stop the miasma 

• Boiling vinegar or onions
• Flagellation (whipping yourself)

• Political – Peasants for the first time had some power, as most of the workforce 
died. They were able to demand higher wages.

• Social – Art and architecture changes to reflect the Black Death, and art has 
more solemn themes. Latin because less widely spoken, and most texts are now 
written in English.

• Economic – Countries are afraid to trade with each other for fear of spreading 
the Black Death, so the economy is affected.

• Religious – Most of the priests and monks die of the Black Death as they would 
visit and comfort the dying. They were replaced with rubbish priests who could 
not even read or write!


